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Dear Brother in Christ,

We warmly thank you for your interest and prayerful consideration
to become the next lead pastor of College Hill Presbyterian Church
in Oxford, Mississippi.  The following profile will guide you and your
family to learn more about our church and the pastor we need to
help us to make, mature, and mobilize the disciples of Christ in our
community, the University, and around the world.

As you read through this profile and thoughtfully consider our
church, rest assured that we will hold your information in the
utmost confidence.  We welcome your questions and cherish your
discerning of God's call in your life.  

We pray with you as you consider this transition. As you will see, we
are no strangers to transition.  While it can be intimidating, we with
you come to the Father for comfort and assurance that He will
exact His will and carry out His good plans for His people.  May the
King of Kings bless you and keep you.

Best regards in Christ,
College Hill Presbyterian Church Pastoral Search Committee

College Hill Presbyterian Church
139 County Road 102
Oxford, MS 38655
662-234-5020
colghill@bellsouth.net



Philosophy
of Ministry



College Hill Presbyterian Church will be a church that multiplies Christians and
churches as it walks in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Philosophy of Ministry

Vision

We believe that “The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ
communicates to us the benefits of redemption are his ordinances, especially
the Word, sacraments, and prayer, all which are made effectual to the elect for
salvation” (Westminster Shorter Catechism A. 88, cf. Acts 2:42). While corporate
worship is a primary expression of the means of grace, it is not alone sufficient
for making, maturing, and mobilizing disciples.

Making and Mobilizing
We understand that the Making of disciples occurs not only in the context of
Word and Sacrament ministry but is also a fruit of the Mobilizing of our
members by equipping them in the life of discipleship which includes relational
evangelism and hospitality. Some examples for relational evangelism include
the International Guest House, partnering with RUF’s campus ministry,
volunteering at Sav-A-Life Pregnancy Center, and volunteering with the Kairos
ministry. 

Maturing
The equipping of the saints occurs as a result of sound preaching and is
furthered in the context of small group ministries that include learning and
training processes. These small groups could include but are not limited to
Wednesday Night Fellowship, Community Groups, Discipleship Groups, and
Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies.

Means and Methods

College Hill Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God by making, maturing, and
mobilizing disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord who advance the Great Commission
in our community, at the University, and around the world.

Mission

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42


Our
History



This fellowship of Christians was organized as a
local church on January 11, 1835, in the home of
Alexander Shaw, one of the early Scot-Irish
settlers in North Mississippi. Originally the church
was named Neriah Church, but shortly thereafter
it was re-designated Ebenezer Church. In 1836
members migrated to this area, and on Jan 11,
1841, the church was renamed College
Presbyterian Church in recognition of the
founding of the North Mississippi College. 

In 1842 the congregation paid $400 for 23 acres
on which to construct a public place of worship.
The sanctuary, built in 1844 under the direction of
Francis Timmons, is the oldest Presbyterian
structure in North Mississippi and the oldest
church building of any denomination in the
Oxford area. Constructed of bricks fired on the
site, the building was completed in 1846 at a total
cost of $2,809.75. The pulpit, the pews, and the
pew gates were the original furnishings. Events of
interest include the encampment on these
grounds by Union troops of Generals Grant and
Sherman, and the marriage of author William
Faulkner. The church cemetery contains a
number of unmarked Union soldiers’ graves,
along with slave burial sites and many
Confederate soldiers’ burial sites. The Session’s
original Minutes, dating back to the 1835
organizational meeting, are safeguarded in a
local bank.

Today, College Hill Presbyterian Church continues
to exist to make, mature, and mobilize disciples
of Christ in our community, the University, and
around the world. The significance of our history
is not our founding date, nor the events of interest
listed above. The significance of our history is that
the Lord has been using this church for nearly
200 years for the furthering of His kingdom.

CHPC's History



Present
Reality



It is with deep sadness that we share that our sanctuary was destroyed in a fire
on the night of August 13, 2022. This historical building, constructed in 1844, was
a significant part of our church's rich history, and we are mourning its loss. 

However, College Hill Presbyterian Church is a body of believers, not a building.
While we are devastated by the loss, we will continue to gather and unite with
great hope and joy as a congregation to worship the Lord who has faithfully
shepherded and loved this church for so long. 

Thankfully, we have an Education Building that was built separate from our
historic sanctuary. So, in addition to the Sunday School classes that were already
taking place in the classrooms of this building, we are now able to hold our
Sunday Morning Services in the Fellowship Hall.

Throughout this time, our congregation has mourned but has remained hopeful
that the same God who has been faithful to the people of CHPC for the last 180
years would continue to be faithful for the next 180 years.

The plan is to form a building committee and rebuild.

Present Reality

Sanctuary Update



Present Reality

Life in the Church

Gathering together is something that College Hill loves to do, and because of that,
there is rarely a shortage of ways to get plugged in here. The weekly events that are
listed above are the weekly meetings; we also plan a quarterly event for the entire
congregation that is filled with fun and excitement. Community is an essential part 
 of who we are, and it is our hope that the weekly activities here reflect that. 

Sunday
- Prayer Meeting
- Sunday School
- Corporate
  Worship
- CHPC Choir
  Rehearsal

Tuesday
- Men's Book
    Study
- Men's Bible
    Study

Wednesday 
- Women's Bible
    Studies
- Wednesday
    Night
    Fellowship
- Youth Group

Thursday
- Women's Bible
    Study
- Morning of
    Prayer



Location 



Oxford, MS is the perfect crossover between a small, charming, Southern town
that is so endearing, and a rapidly developing college town that is accessible
and convenient. It offers streets lined with towering oak trees, a beautiful town
square, and famous restaurants that celebrate southern cuisine. Located within
a few hours of multiple large cities (Memphis, Jackson, Birmingham), you are
never too far away from a fun weekend of travel. Our location in the gorgeous
fields of northern Mississippi is much of what is so lovable about Oxford – the
pace and quality of life here is hard to beat, and the culture is historical, creative,
and communal. When people visit Oxford, they often look for a way to stay.

A huge part of what makes Oxford so endearing is the wide ranging
demographics of her population. Home to the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss),
Oxford has an energy and vibrancy brought by the students, which is balanced
by the peaceful, laidback serenity of those who have called this place home for
the last 50 years. Oxford and her University have a deeply-rooted relationship
filled with history and with camaraderie. If you're considering College Hill, we
invite you to visit our sweet town just once, but will give you the same warning
Ole Miss gives it's recruits: if you don't want to live here, don't take a visit.

Location

Oxford



Staff



Staff

Leadership

In addition to our interim pastor Clint Wilcke, we currently have 6 elders
shepherding the members of College Hill. Working alongside those elders are
our 5 deacons and 7 staff members. We have one full time staff member who
serves as our Director of Operations and Ministries and Youth Director. In
addition, we have a part-time Nursery Coordinator, Administrative Assistant,
Interim Music Director, Director of Communication, Children's Ministry
Coordinator, and two youth interns.

Deacons

Director of Operations and Ministries

Administrative 
Assistant

Youth 
Director

Children's 
Ministry 

Coordinator

Director of
Communication

Interns

Interns

Music
Director

Nursery
Coordinator

Session



Ministries



Ministries

Ministries

Our ministries are tailored to the needs of specific groups of individuals within
our church, such as our children, women, students, and our marginalized
brothers and sisters.  The many activities that occur within each ministry are
often conceived of and run by dedicated members in addition to their
demanding careers and parental responsibilities.  New members are
encouraged to join one of our 4 weekly prayer meetings, 5 Bible studies, our 3
Community Groups, Sunday School, or our Wednesday Night Congregational
meal, to get connected to know and be known.

In addition, we've recently organized the ministry of College Hill into seven
committees with the hopes of inviting the members of College Hill to serve on
as lay leaders in the upcoming future.

BUSINESSgrounds benevolence

worship education evangelism community
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Profile



Pastor Profile

Who we need

We need someone who is:
Ordained with 10+ years of experience in pastoral ministry.

A preacher who can speak to the unique culture of a historically rural church
within the orbit of a major research university. We need someone who
understands, appreciates, and believes the riches of Reformed theology and
doctrine, and is able not only to expound upon the scriptures but also apply
them specifically to the hearts and lives of hearers. We seek a Senior Pastor who
is prepared to communicate the truth of the Bible in this present day, with
wisdom, grace, and clarity.

An emotionally healthy pastor with a strong self-awareness, who knows his
weaknesses and strengths and is comfortable enough in his identity in Christ
that he enables people to thrive. His own life demonstrates the fruit of the
gospel in both 1) humility—because he knows he needs to be saved by grace and
also 2) confidence—because he knows he has been saved by grace. He has a
consistently repentant heart.

A strategic, executive leader whose experience enables him to implement a
philosophy of ministry which equips leaders to build systems to achieve the
mission of the church through her various ministries.

We are looking for a leader who appreciates the unique history of our church
and community and can leverage that appreciation and his own gifts in a way
that shapes and promotes the vision of the church for the next stage of its
ministry. We need a leader who understands our aspirations, understands our
culture, believes with us that our best days are ahead, and, with God’s blessing, is
able to lead us into the future. 

Expected Weekly Workflow Breakdown

Preaching & Teaching: 40%
Leadership/Admin: 20%
Discipleship/Mentor: 20%
Pastoral Care: 20%


